
First Foot Second Foot Third Foot Fourth Foot Fifth Foot Sixth Foot
Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2
/ [1]  [2] / / / / [3]

1 Glam- is though art, and Caw- dor; and shalt be 
/ / / / / /

2 What thou art prom- ised: yet do I fear thy nat- ure [4]
/ / / / /

3 It is too full o'the milk of hum- an kind- ness  [5]
/ / / / /

4 To catch the near- est way: thou wouldst be great;
/ / / / /

5 Art not with- out am- bit- ion, but with- out
/ / / / / /  [6]

6 The ill- ness should at- tend it; what thou woulds high- ly,
/ / / / /

7 That wouldst thou hol- i- ly; wouldst not play false,
/ / / / /

8 And yet wouldst wrong- ly win: thou'ldst have, great Glam- is,  [7]
/ / / /  [8] /

9 That which cries Thus thou must do, if thou have it;  [9]
/ / / / /

10 And that which rath- er thou dost fear to do 
/ / / [10] / /

11 Than wish- est should be un- done.   [11]Hie [12] thee hith- er,
/ / / / /

12 That I may pour my spi- rits in thine ear;
/ / / / /

13 And chast- ise with the val- our of my tongue
/ / / / /

14 All that im- pedes thee from the gold- en round,
/ / / / /

15 Which fate and met- a- phy- sical [13]aid doth seem

/ / /
16 To have thee crown'd with- al.  [14]



[1] Starts with a trochee!  Which sets us off on a wild speech.  The punctuation is filled with potential midline stops as she jumps from thought to 
thought.  There are a lot of overflowing lines and not many regular ones.

[2] Glamis is often pronounced Glamz.  If you do that, this line is irregular and line 8 is regular.  production specific decision.

[3] Spondee, although could be regular.

[4] Alexandrine.  12 syllables, but the second half of the line is strange.  The stresses should be on do, fear, and nat(ure).  That means that the 
last three feat are all Trochees.  Or there is a midline stop with a blank foot.  The midline stop theory makes sense as the Lady is switching 
thoughts.  Very complex.

[5] Amphibrach

[6] Another Alexandrine and a trochee.  This is pure jazz on Shakespeare's part.

[7] Amphibrach

[8] Trochee.  "Do" is super important.

[9] Amphibrach

[10] Trochee.  Again, I think this line begs a silent midline beat.

[11] Midline stop.

[12] Interestingly, she gets pretty regular from here on out.  She has a plan!

[13] Elision "metaphysical" = metaphysicl

[14] Shared Line


