
First Foot Second Foot Third Foot Fourth Foot Fifth Foot Sixth Foot
Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2

/ / / / /
32 How all occ- a- sions do in- form a- gainst me [1]

/ / / / /
33 And spur my dull re- venge! [2] What is [3] a man,

/ / / / /
34 If his chief good and mar- ket of his time

/ / / / /
35 Be but to sleep [4]and feed? [5] A beast, no more.

/ / / / /
36 Sure He that made us with such large dis- course,

/  [6] / / / /
37 Look- ing be- fore and a- fter, gave us not

/ / / / /
38 That ca- pa- bil- it- y and god- [7] like reason

/ / / / [8] /
39 To fust [9] in us un- used. [10] Now whether it be

/  [11] / / / /
40 Best- ial o- bliv- [12]ion, [13]or some cra- ven scruple

/ / / / /
41 Of think- ing too pre- cise- ly on th'e [14] vent -

/ / / /
42 A thought which quar- ter'd hath but one part wis- dom [15]

/ / / / /
43 And e- ver three parts coward - [16]I do not know

/ / / / /
44 Why yet I live to say, "This things to do," [17]

/ / / / /
45 Sith I have cause and will and strength and means [18]

/ /  [19]
46 To do't. [20] Ex- amples gross as earth ex- hort me:

/  [21] / / / /
47 Wit- ness this ar- my of such mass and charge,

/  [22] / / / /
48 Led by [23] a de- li- cate and ten- der prince

/ / / / /
49 Whose spi- rit with di- vine am- bi- tion puffed

/ / / / /



50 Makes mouths [24]at the in- vis- i- ble e- vent,
/ / / / /

51 Ex- pos- ing what is mor- tal and un- sure
/ / / / /

52 To all that for- tune death and dan- ger dare,
/  [25] / / / /

53 E'en [26]for an egg shell. [27]Right- ly to be great
/ / / / /

54 Is not to stir with- out great ar- gu- ment,
/ / / / /

55 But great- [28]ly to find qua- rrel in a straw
/ / / / /

56 When hon- or's at the stake. [29] How stand I then,
/ / / / /

57 That have a fath- er kill'd, a moth- er stained,
/ / / / /

58 Ex- cite- ments of my reas- on and my blood,
/ / / / /

59 And let all sleep, while to my shame I see
/ / / / /

60 The imm- inent [30]death of twen- ty thous- and men
/ / / / /

61 That for a fan- ta- sy and trick of fame [31]
/ [32] / / /  [33] /

62 Go to their graves like beds, fight for a plot
/ / / /

63 Where- on the num- bers can- not try the cause,
/ / / / /

64 Which is not tomb e- nough and con- ti- nent
/ / /  [34] /

65 To hide the slain? [35]O, from this time forth,  [36]
/ / / / /

66 My thoughts be blood- y, or be noth- ing worth!



[1] Feminine Ending

[2] Midline stop.

[3] Stress could be either on the "what" or the "is".  Stressing "what" the speaker launches into the question.  Stressing "is" makes the questions 
more existential, echoing many of his other speeches...

[4] Assonance:  Sleep, Feed, Beast.

[5] Midline stop.

[6] Trochee

[7] Refers back to the "he" in line 36.

[8] Again, "Now" could be stressed as to make the argument.  Or "whether" could be stressed playing up the antithesis.

[9] Lovely word, fust.

[10] Midline stop

[11] Trochee

[12] Consonance: Be, Bestial, Oblivion

[13] Elision:  Oblivion = Oblivi'n

[14] Elision: The event becomes th'event.

[15] Feminine Ending

[16] Elision.  Coward = Cow'rd

[17] Lovely echoing of the "to be or not to be" speech.

[18] Excellent rythmic repetition here.

[19] Funny line here.  If what appear to be the stressed words (gross, earth, exhort) fall as shown, they fall in the unstressed beats.  If not, there is 
a missing  beat somewhere after "do't" and we have a feminine ending.

[20] Midline stop.



[21] Trochee

[22] Trochee

[23] The two trochees in a row here might indicate Hamlet's confusion in his feelings for Fortinbras.

[24] Lovely alliteration.  Could be a Spondee.

[25] Trochee

[26] Elision: Even = E'en

[27] Midline, midfoot stop

[28] Repetition and antithesis:  Great, great, greatly

[29] Midline stop.

[30] Elision:  Imminent = imm'nent

[31] Alliteration:  fantasy, fame, of, for

[32] Trochee

[33] Trochee and a midline one, very rare.

[34] Trochee

[35] Midline stop

[36] Empty beat here.  What is happening in this line?


