
First Foot Second Foot Third Foot Fourth Foot Fifth Foot Sixth Foot
Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2
/  [1] / / / /

313 Oh that this too too [2] so- lid [3] Flesh, would melt,
/  [4] / / /

314 Thaw, and re- solve it- selfe in- to- a Dew: [5]
 [6] / / /

315 Or that the E- ver- last- ing had not fixt
/ / / / [7] / /

316 His Can- non gainst Selfe- slaughter. [8]O God, O God! [9]
/ / /  [10] / /

317 How wear- y, stale, flat, and un- prof- it- able
/  [11] / / /

318 Seemes to me all the us- es of this world? [12]
/  [13] / /  [14] / / [15]

319 Fie on't? [16] Oh fie, fie, [17] tis an un- weeded [18]Gard- en [19]
/ / / / /

320 That growes to Seed: Things rank, and grosse in Nature [20]
/ / [21] / /

321 Po- sesse it meerely. [22]That it should come to this:
/ / /  [23] / /

322 But two months dead: Nay, not so much; not two,
/ / / /

323 So ex- cell- ent a King, that was to this 
/

324 Hi- perion [24]to a [25] Satyre; [26]so loving [27] to my Moth- er,  [28]
/ / / / /

325 That he might not be- teene the windes of heaven [29]
/  [30] / / / /

326 Vis- it her face too rough- ly. [31] Heaven [32]and Earth
/ / / /

327 Must I re- member: [33]why she would hang on him
/ / / / /

328 As if en- crease of App- e- tite had growne
/

329 By what is fed on; and yet within [34]a month  [35]
/ / / / /

330 Let me not think on't: Frailty, [36]thy name is wom- an [37]  [38]
/ / / / /



331 A lit- tle Month, or ere those shooes were old,
/ / / / [39] /

332 With which she fol- lowed my poore Fath- ers bod- y [40]
/ / / / /

333 Like Ni- o be, all teares. [41]Why she, even [42]she. [43]
/ / / / /

334 (O Heaven! A beast that wants dis- course of Reas- on [44]  [45]
/ / / /

335 Would have mourn'd long- er) marr- ied with mine Unkle,
/ / / / /

336 My Fath- ers Brother: [46]but no more like my Fath- er, [47]
/ / / /

337 Than I to Her- cu- les. [48] With- in a Moneth?
/ / / / /

338 Ere yet the salt of most un- right- eous Teares
/ / / /

339 Had left the flush- ing of her gaul- ed eyes,
/ / / / /

340 She marr- ied. [49] O most wick- ed speed, to post
/ / / /

341 With such dex- ter- ity [50] to In- cest- uous sheets:
/ / / / /

342 It is not, nor it can- not come to good. [51]
/ / / / /

343 But breake my heart, for I must hold my tongue.  [52]  [53]



[1] Trochee

[2] Repetition: too

[3] In some editions, "solid" is replaced by "sullied".

[4] Trochee

[5] Many editors put this last line as adieu.  I like the folio version of Dew - as it is a continuation of the melting metaphor.

[6] Pyrrhic or Anapest (three syllables in first beat)
Anapest would read: "Or that'th" in the first beat

[7] Spondee

[8] Midline stop.

Elision: Slaught'r

[9] repetition: O God

[10] Trochee.

[11] Trochee or another Anapest; "Seemes t'me"

[12] lots of monosyllables

[13] Trochee

[14] Pyhrric

[15] Spondee here, unless the meter is changed.

[16] Midline stop

Interesting question mark.

[17] Repetition: Fie

[18] Elision: Weed'd

[19] Feminine Ending



[20] Elision: Nat're

[21] Midline Stop

[22] Elision: Merely

[23] Trochee

[24] Elision: Per'n

[25] Elision: t'a

[26] Elision: Sat'r

[27] Elision: Lov'ng

[28] This line is crammed!  Lots of elision or else it is over 12 beats.  He is really warming to his subject here.

[29] Elision: heav'n

[30] Trochee

[31] Midline, midfoot stop

[32] Elision: heav'n

[33] Elision: memb'r

[34] Elision: with'n

[35] Again, This is a packed line. He is rolling here and still on the subject of his mother.

[36] Elision: Frailty

[37] Feminine Ending

[38] This line could be an Alexandrine, if Frailty is not elided.  Eliding Frailty is tricky and it might be that we have two Alexandrine's in a row.

[39] Spondee

[40] Feminine Ending



[41] Midline stop.

[42] Elision: E'en

[43] Repetition: she

[44] Feminine Ending

[45] This line presages the "How all Occasions..." speech in Act 5.

[46] Elision: Broth'r

[47] Feminine Ending

[48] Midline stop

[49] Midline, midfoot stop

[50] Elision: dexter'ty

[51] Lots of monosyllables

[52] Lots of monosyllables in these last two lines.  Does this indicate calm?  Resolution?

[53] Very interesting that the meter gets much more regular towards the end.


