
First Foot Second Foot Third Foot Fourth Foot Fifth Foot Sixth Foot
Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2 Beat 1 Beat 2

/ / /
139 All the world's a stage [1]

/ / / / /
140 And all the men and wo- men mere- ly play- ers. [2]

/ / / /
141 They have their ex- its and their en- trance- s [3]

/ / / /
142 And one man in his time plays man- y parts,

/ / /
143 His acts being seven [4] Ages. [5] At first the in- fant,

/  [6] / / /
144 Mewl- ing and puk- ing in the nur- se's arms.

/  [7] /  [8] /  [9] /  [10]  [11]
145 Then, the whin- ing school boy with his satch- el

/ / / /  [12] /
146 And shin- ing morn- ing face, creep- ing like snail

/ / / /
147 Un- will- ing- ly to school. [13]And then the lover,

/  [14] / / /
148 Sigh- ing like fur- nace, with a woe- ful ball- ad [15]

/  [16] / / / /
149 Made to his mist- ress' eye- brow. [17]Then, a sold- ier, [18]

/  [19] / / [20] / / /
150 Full of strange oaths, and beard- ed like the pard,

/  [21] / / / /
151 Jeal- ous in hon- our sudden [22]and quick in quarrel, [23]

/  [24] / / /
152 Seek- ing the bub- ble rep- u- ta- tion  [25]

/  [26] / / / /
153 Even [27]in the can- non's mouth. [28]And then, the just- ice, [29]

/ / / /
154 In fair round bell- y, with good cap- on lin'd,

/ / / / /
155 With eyes sev- ere, and beard of form- al cut,

/  [30] / / / /
156 Full of wise saws, and mod- ern in- stanc- es,

/ / / / /



157 And so he plays his part. [31] The sixth age shifts
/ / / / /

158 In- to the lean and slipp- er'd pant- a- loon,
/ / / / /

159 With spect- a- cles on nose, and pouch on side,
/ / / / /

160 His youth- ful hose well sav'd, a world too wide
 [32] / / [33] / /

161 For his shrunk shank, [34]and his big man- ly voice,
/  [35] / / / /

162 Turn- ing a- gain toward [36]child- ish treb- le pipes
/ / / / [37] /

163 And whist- les in his sound. [38]Last scene of all,
/ / / / /

164 That ends this strange e- vent- ful his- to- ry,
/ / / / /

165 Is sec- ond child- ish- ness and mere ob- liv- ion [39]
/ / / / /

166 Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans ev- ery thing [40]



[1] Shared Line

[2] Feminine Ending

[3] Antithesis: entrance, exit

[4] Elision: sev'n

[5] Mid line, mid foot stop.

[6] Trochee

[7] Trochee

[8] Trochee

[9] Trochee

[10] Trochee

[11] Sometimes an "and" is added in the first foot to regularize the meter.

[12] Trochee

[13] Mid line stop.

[14] Trochee

[15] Feminine Ending

[16] Trochee

[17] Mid line, mid foot stop.

[18] Feminine Ending

[19] Trochee

[20] Spondee

[21] Trochee



[22] Elision; Sudd'n

[23] Elision: quarr'l

[24] Trochee

[25] Short line unles you make reputation 5 syllables: Rep-u-ta-ti-on.

[26] Trochee

[27] Elision: E'en

[28] Mid line stop.

[29] Feminine Ending

[30] Trochee

[31] Mid line stop.

[32] Pyrrhic

[33] Spondee

[34] Alliteration:  Shrunk, shank

[35] Trochee

[36] Elision: Tow'rd

[37] Spondee

[38] Mid line stop.

[39] Feminine Ending

[40] Repetition: Sans


